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Svfcafurefor <^Afeafure. 


Mercy to thee would proue it fclfe a Bawd, 

’Tis beft that thou dieft quickly. 

Cla. Oh heare me Iftbetta. 

Dttk. Vouchfafc a word,yong fifter,butonc word. 

If*. What is your Will. 

Duki Might you difpcnfc with your leyfure, I would 
by and by haue fome Ipeech with youthe faciffa&ion l 
would require, is likewife your owne benefit. 

If*. 1 haue no fuperfluous leyfure, myftaymuftbe 
ftolen out of other affaires: but I will attend you a while. 

Duke, Son,! haue ouer-heard what hath paft between 
you & your (after, Angelo had neuer the purpofc to cor¬ 
rupt her; onely he hath made an affay of her vertue, to 
pra&ife his lodgement with the difpofition of natures. 
She (hauing the truth of honour in her) hath made him 
that gracious deniall, which he is inoft glad to receiue: I 
am Confeffor to Angelo ,and I know this to be truc.ther- 
tore prepare your fclfe to death : do not fatisfie your re- 
folution with hopes that are fallible, tomorrow you 
mud die, gOe to your knees,and make ready. 

Cl<t. Let me ask my lifter pardon, I am fo out of loue 
with life, that I will fuc to be rid of it. 

Duke. Hold you there : farewell ; Prouofi , a word 
with you. 

Fro. What’s your will (father ?) 

Dak. That now you arc come,you w’il be gone.-leaue 
me a while with the Maid, my minde promiles with my 
habit, no Ioffe fhall touch her by my company. 

Pro. In good time. Exit. 

’Dukj The hand that hath made you faire, hath made 
you good: the goodnes that is chcapc in beauty, makes 
beauty briefe in goodnes ; but grace being the foule of 
your complexion, fhall keepc the body of it euer faire: 
the affault that Angelo hath made to you, Fortune hath 
conuaidtomyvnderftanding;andbut that frailty hath 
examples for his fallingj fhould wonder at Angelo: how 
will you doc to content this Subftitute, and to l'aue your 
Brother? 

Iftb. I am now going to refolue him : I had rather 
my brother die by the Law,then my fonne fhould be vn- 
lawfullie borne. But (oh) how much is the good Duke 
decern’d in : ifeuerhereturne, and I can fpeake 

to him, 1 will open my lips in vainc, or difeouerhis go- 
uernment. 

Duke. That (hall not be much amiffe: yct.as the mat¬ 
ter now ftands,he will auoid your accufation : he made 
triall of you onclie. Therefore fallen your care on my 
aduifings, to the loue I haue in doing good ; a remedie 
prefents it fclfe. I doe make my fclfe beleeuc that you 
may moft vprighteoufly do a poor wronged Lady a me¬ 
rited benefit; redeem your brother from theangry Law; 
doe no ftaine to your o wne gracious perfon, and much 
pleafe the abfent Duke, ifperaduenture he lhall euer re- 
turne to haue hearing of this bufineffe. 

Iftb. Let me heare you fpeakc farther; I haue fpiritto 
do any thing that appeares riot fowle in the truth of my 
fpirit. 

Duke. Vertue is bold, and goodnes neuer fearrfull: 
Haue you not heard fpeake of Marian, i the lifter of Frt - 
dericke the grcatSouldicr, who mifearried at Sea? 

I ft. I haue heard of the Lady, and good words went 
with her name. 

‘Duke. Shee fliould this Angelo haue married •• was af¬ 
fianced to her oath,and the nuptiall appointed: between 
which time ofthc contraband limit of the folemnitie, 
her brother Fredericks was wrackt at Sea, hauing in that 


perifhed veffell, the dowry of his lifter: but marke 
heauily this befell to the poore Gentlewoman, there ft 

1 n. a. _ _ L I ! 1 J ■ n u- 1 


loft a noble arid renowned brother, in his loue 


toward 


her, euer moft kinde and natural! :with him theportio 
and linew of her fortune, her marriage dowry 
both, her combynate-husband, this wcll-fe em j n 
Angelo. ® 

Ifab. Can thisbefo?did^»ge/tf foleaucher? 

Duke. Left her in her teares, & dried not one of them 
with his comfort: fwallowcd his vowes whole,preten, 
ding in her, difeoueries ofdilhonor : in few, bellow’d 
heron her owne lamentation, which (he yet weares fo t 
his fake: and he, a marble to her teares, is walhed with 
them, but relents not. 

Ifab. What a merit were it in death to take this poo re 
maid from rhe world ? what corruption in this life, that 
it will let this man liue ? But how out of this can ft ec a . 
uaile? 

Duke. It is a rupture that you may eafily heale: and the 
cure of it not onely faues yorir brother, but kcepes y ou 
from dilhonor in doing it. 

Ifab. Shew me how (good Father.) 

Duk . This fore-named Maid hath yet in her the con- 
tinuanccofherfirftaffc&ion : his vniuft vnkindenefle 
(that in all rcafon Ihould haue quenched her loue) hath 
(like an impediment in the Current) made it more vio¬ 
lent and vnruly: Goc you to Angelo , anfwere his requi¬ 
ring with a plaufible obedience, agree with his dcjnandi 
to the point: onely referre your fclfe to this aduantagt • 
firft, tha-c your ftay with him may not be long.- that the 
time may haue all ftiadow,and filence in it :and the place 
anfwere to conuenience .- this being granted in courfe, 
and now followes all : wee fhall aduife this wronged 
maid to ftcedvp your appointment, goc ir, your place: 
if the encounter acknowledge it felfe heereafter, it may 
compellhimtoherrccompence ; andhccre, by this is 
your brother faued, your honor vnrainted, the poore 
Mariana aduantaged , and the corrupt Deputy fealed, 
The Maid will I frame, and make fit for his attempt: if 
you thinkc well to carry this as you may, the doublenes 
ofthc benefit defends the deceit from reproofe. What 
thinke you of it ? 

Ifab. The image of it giues me content already, and] 
truft it will grow to a moft profperous perfection. 

Duf. It lies much in your holding vp: hafteyou fpee- 
dily to Angelo, if for this night he intreat you to his bed, 
giue him.promife of fatisfaciion: I will prefently to $. 
Lukes / there at the moated-Grange recidcs this deie- 
Cted Mariana ; at that place call vpon me, and difpatch 
with Angelojbux it may be quickly. 

Ifab . I thank you for this comfort:fare youwell good 
father. Exit, 

Enter Elbow, Clowne, Officers, 

Sib. Nay.iftherebenoremedyforit, butthatyou 
will needes buy and fell men and women like beafts,wt 
fhall haue all the world drinke browne & white baftard. 

Dnk. Oh heaucns,what ftuffe is heere. 

Clow. Twas neuer merry world fince of twovfuriei 
themerrieft wasputdowne, and the worfer allow'd by 
order of Law; a fur’d gowne to keepe him warmc; and 
furd with Foxe and Lamb-skinstoo,to fignifie.that craft 
being richer then Innocency, ftands for the facing. 

Eli. Come your way fir.- ’bleffc you good Father 
Frier. 

Dukf And you good Brother Father} what offence 
hath this man made you, Sir ? 

Elk. Marry 
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hath offended the Law; and Sir 
« c take him to be a Theefc too Sir: for wee haue found 
* po n him Sir,a ftrange Pick-lock, which we haue fent 

tG a Bawd, a wicked bawd. 

The euill that thou cauleft to be done, 

JtaLth, m«n= S to liue. Dothoubu. thtoke 
What'tis to cram a maw,or cloath aback 
From fuch a filthie vice: fay to thy iclte. 

From their abhominable and beaftiy touches 
I drinke, I cate away my feife, and liue: 

Canft thoubelccue thy liuing is a lire. 

So ftinkingly depending ( Go mend, go mend. 

Clo. Indeed, it do's ftinkc in lomc tort. Sir: 

Rut yet Sir I would proue. 

Duke. Nay, ifthe diuell haue giuen thee proofs tor fin 
Thou wilt proue his. Take him to priton Officer: 
Correiftion, and Inftiu6fion mull both vvorkc 

Ere this rude beaft will profit. 

Fib. He muft before the Deputy Sir, fie ha’s giuen 
him warning : the Deputy cannot abide a Whore-ma- 
fter: kfhc be a Whore-monger,and comes before him, 
he were as good go a mile on his errand. 

Duke. That wc were all,as fome would feeme to bee 
From our faults,as faults from feeming free. 

£nter Lucio. 

lib. His necke will come to your waft, a Cord fir, 

Cloo I fpy comfort, I cry baile: Here s a Genclerrian, 
and a friend of mine. 

Luc. How now noble Pompey ? Whac, at the wneels 
of Caper ? Art thou led in triumph ? Whac is there none 
olPigmalms Images newly made woman to bee had 
now, for nutting thehand in the pocket,and extra£\ing 
clutch’d i Whac reply ? Ha ? What faift thou to this 
Tune,Matter,and Method i Is’cnot drown d i’th laft 
rainc ?Ha? What faift thou Trotf Is the world as U was 
Man? Which is the way ? Is it fad, and few words? 
Or how ? The trickeofit? 

Duke* Still thus, and thus: ftili vvorfe ? 

Luc. How doth my deere Morfell, thy Miftris? Pro¬ 
cures (he (till? Ha ? 

Ch. Troth fir, fliee hath eaten v^all her beefe, and 
(he is her felfe in the tub. 

Luc. Why ’tis good : It istbeiight of it: it muft be 
fo. Euer your frefh Whore, and your pouder’d Baud,an 
vnihun’d confcquence, it muft be fo* Arc going to pri - 
fon Pomfey ? 

C/<?. Yes faith fir. 

Luc . Why Vis not amiffe Pompey : farewell: goe fay 
I fent thee thether: for debt Pompey }.Or how i 

Elb * For being a baud, for being a baud. 

Luc. Wel^ then imprifon him : Ifimprifonmenr be 
the due of a baud, why ’tis his right. Baud is he doubt- 
leffe, and of antiquity too .-Baud borne. Farwcllgood 
Pompey ; Commend me to the prrfon Pompey , you will 
turne good husband now Pompey> you will keepc the 
houfe. - 

Clo. I hope Sir, your good Worfhip wil be my baile? 

Luc . No indeed vyil I notPompeyfitis not the wear: 
I will pray (Pompey) to encreafe your bondage if you 
take it not patiently: Why, your mettle is the,more: 
Adieu truftie Pompey 0 
Bleffc you Friar. , • K; 

And you. 

Luc. Do’s Bridget paint ftili, Pompey ?Ha ? 

Elb. Come youijwaies fir, comcj 



Clo . You will not baile me then Sir i 

Lnc. Then Pompey ,nor now : what newes abroad Frt - 
erl Whatncwcs ? 

Elb. Come your waies fir, come. 

Luc. Goe to kennell ( Pompey ) goc : 

Whac newes Frier of the Duke ? 

Duke ♦ I know none: can you tell me of any ? 

Luc ♦ Some fay he is with the Emperor of Raffia :other 
fome, he is in Rome : but where is he thinkc you ? 

Duke. I know not where: but wherefoeuer, Iwifii 
him well. 

Luc. It wasamadfantafticalltrickeofhimto ftcale 
from the Stated and vfurpe the bcggeric bee was neuer 
borne to: Lord Argelo Dukes it well in his abfence : he 
pucstranlgreflion coo t. 

Duke. He do*s wellin’r. 

Luc. A little more lenitie to Lechcrie would doe no 
harme in him : Something too crabbed that way, f rier. 

Duk. It is too general a vice,and feueritie muft cure it. 

Luc. Yes in good footh,the vice is of a great kindred; 
it is well allied, bur it is jmpoftible to extirpeic quite, 
Frier, till eating and drinking be put downe. They fay 
this Angelo was not made by Man and Woman, "after 
this downe-righc y vay of Cation : is it true, thinkc 
you? ^ i 

Duke. How fhould he be rrnde then? 

Luc. Some report, a Sea-maid fpawn’d him. Some, 
that he was begot betweene two Stock-fifhes. But it 
is ccrtaine, that when he makes water, his Vrincis con¬ 
geal'd ice, that I know to bee true: and he if a motion 
gcneratiue,thac , s infallible. 

Duke. You are plcafantfir,and fpeakc apace. 

Luc. Why, whataiuthlcfte thing is this in him, for 
the rebellion ofa Cod-peece, to take away the life of a 
man ? Would the Duke that is abfent haue done this ? 
Ere he would haue hang’d a man for the getting a bun- 
dred Baftards, hevvould hauepaide fortheNurfing a 
thoufand. He had fome feeling of the fporth hcckncw 
the fcruicc, and that inftru&cd him to mercie* 

Duke. I neuer heard the abfent Duke much deleted 
for Women, he was not endin’d that way* 

Luc. Oh Sir,you are deceiifd. 

Duke. * Tis not poftible. 

Luc. Wiio, not the Duke ? Y es,your beggar of fifty: 
and his vfe was, to put a ducket ir. her Clack-difh ; the 
Duke had Crochets in him. Hce would bedrunketoo, 

, that let me informe you. 

Duke. You do him wrong.furely. 

Luc. Sir,I was an inward of his: a fhie fejlow was 
the Duke, and I belceuel know the caufe ofhis vvith- 
drawing # 

Duke. What (I prethee) might be the caufe ? 

Luc. No, pardon; ’Tis afecretmuftbcelockt with¬ 
in the teeth and the lippes: but this I can let you vnder- 
ftand, the greater file of the fubieft held the Duke to be 
wife. 

Duke . Wife? Why no queftion but he was. 

Luc. Avery fuperficiall A ignorant,vnweighing fellow 

Duke. Either this is Enuie in you, Folly, or mifta- 
king; The very ftreame of his life, and the bufineffe he 
hath helmed, muft vppon a warranted ncede, giuc him 
a better proclamation. Let himbebutteftimooied in 
his owne bringings forth, and hee fliall apncarc to the 
enuious, aSchollcr, aScatefm3n,3nd a Soldier: there¬ 
fore you fpeake vnskilfully; or* if your knowledge bee 
more, it is much darknedin your malice. 

G Luc. 
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